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Health & Social Care 

The likely progress and impacts of Covid-19 are now becoming clearer and as I write this report new advice 

has just been published with regard to the need for social distancing. This will have a profound effect on life 

for many in the community. The Government has talked about community support and even prior to that, 

there was evidence on social media of a willingness by many local people to offer help to those who may 

need it. Particularly those in isolation at home with symptoms or mild/moderate illness and many more in the 

highest risk groups needing to manage their risk by staying at home will be grateful for any support that 

others can offer. If you can help, please do but do also take steps to manage your own risk. Please continue 

to heed the advice to wash your hands with soap and hot water for 20 seconds and to use a tissue (or the 

crook of your elbow) to catch a cough or sneeze. Remarkably, despite this advice having been given not just 

for this latest virus but for many years as a precaution against spreading colds and flu, there are people who 

are still not doing this as I discovered when making a bus journey recently. The best source of up to date 

advice about Covid-19 is: www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

Good news for those residents who are registered with the Maple Surgery at Bar Hill. The contract has 

finally been offered to and accepted by a replacement provider. I recently met with CEO Andrew Harrington 

and some of his team, and was impressed by his expressed commitment to deliver the service that local 

people need. He said that to be able to deliver that service, the organisation will need to hear from local 

people. Among the ways that it will achieve this will be through active support for the local Patient 

Participation Group. A drop in event at the surgery after it takes the practice over on 1 April 2020 was also 

being planned at the time of our meeting but, in view of the current Covid-19 guidance, I would think it 

likely that this will have to be postponed. However, the practice website is being redesigned and the new 

team will be making key contacts within the community to provide information. 

I continue to meet regularly with the team that is working to deliver the new Regional Children’s Hospital. 

At the meeting we had earlier this month their latest update included news about relocation from the old 

Fulbourn Hospital site. This is targeted for completion by November 2023 when some new accommodation 

will have been provided on the Cambridge Biomedical Campus. Currently our diverse and extensive region 

is the only one in the UK without a purpose-built children’s hospital and this will be the first one that seeks 

to integrate rather than just co-locate physical and mental health services for the 1.5m children and young 

people it serves. A unique combination of ground-breaking research, mental and physical health expertise 

and collaboration with local GP practices and hospitals and other community partners will provide better 

futures for our young people and in some cases prevent hospitalisation entirely. More information: 

www.cambridgechildrens.org.uk 

Please do continue to contact me about the things that matter to you. Thank you to everyone who has been in 

touch recently. Your views and questions are very important to me. Meanwhile please do keep yourselves 

safe. 

Lynda 

lyndaharford@icloud.com;   

01954 251775/07889 131022 

Follow me on Twitter @2whit2whoo 
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